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International City of Arts & Culture
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economic, social, and environmental problems.

SDGs are a set of international goals that were
selected at the United Nations Summit in 2015,
with the aim of achieving them by 2030.
Consisting of 17 goals, SDGs aim to create a
society that leaves no one behind and where
everyone is involved in solving humanity” s various

While maximizing the strengths of Toshima City’s diverse cultural
resources, we aim to create an International City of Arts & Culture amid
safe and secure urban spaces allowing anyone to take the lead. We hope
to create a virtuous cycle that attracts people and industry through arts
and culture. This journey will involve combining the philosophies of the
SDGs with our future goals. The SDGs' various goals are connected to the
realization of Toshima City as a place of sustainable development where
everyone is welcomed and accepted.

In recognition of these efforts, in July 2020, Toshima City was selected by
the Cabinet Office as an SDGs Future City for its outstanding efforts
towards achieving SDGs. It was also the first municipality in Tokyo to be
chosen as an SDGs Model of Local Governments for its pioneering actions.
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Kengo Kuma, Urban Policy Advisor

lkebukuro, a district that blends culture and living
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Thinking about the urban model in a post-
Covid world, Ikebukuro has the potential to
offer a new model different from the existing
downtown or suburban concept. This is
because lkebukuro is a place where the focus
of human activity is the street, not cars or
buildings - mediated by this breezy space, life
and culture blend together here.
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A city of sustainable development where everyone can take the lead

SDGs Model of Local Governments Project: Using parks to create vitality and turning the city into a stage
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Ikebukuro Nishiguchi Park
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Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre
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Naka-lkebukuro Park
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Minami-lkebukuro Park
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Toshima City Office
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Urban development in Toshima City revolves around the four parks surrounding
Ikebukuro Station. This development has become an SDGs Model of Local
Governments by connecting the three aspects of the economy, society, and
environment and producing further synergistic benefits. Joining these four unique
parks through the IKEBUS electric bus has created a new place for exchange and
vitality in Ikebukuro. Smaller parks throughout the city are also being utilized in
ways that suit local characteristics.
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Toshima Kids Park
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Seiichi Kondo, Arts and Culture Advisor
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Toshima City, always ahead of its time
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The coronavirus pandemic has forced a
rethinking of civilization to strike the right
balance between economic growth, nature,
and humanity. Culture has a major role to
play. Culture cherishes nature because it
fosters consideration of others. For Toshima
City, which is developing its identity as an
International City of Arts & Culture, to be
recognized as a model SDG-promoting city
suggests that this is an appropriate goal. All
residents of the city are lead players in this
“new way of life.”
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