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Creating an International City of Arts & Culture and an SDGs Future City, that leaves no one behind
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Yukio Takano, Mayor of Toshima City
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Toshima City was significantly transformed between 2019 and
2020.

There are cultural centers all over the city, such as Tokiwaso,
the birthplace of manga, open-air theatres where visitors can
enjoy performances by some of the world’s best musicians, and
a bright red electric bus that travels leisurely around Ikebukuro.
The city produces stories full of smiles and excitement every
day.

Despite adversity, such as being at risk of bankruptcy and being
the only city in the 23 wards identified as at risk of disappearing,
Toshima City has unwaveringly promoted its stance of city
planning through culture.

"All Toshima” - a partnership between industry-government-
academia-private sectors, saw this crisis as an opportunity,
using its collective knowledge to work passionately towards its
goals. As a result, Toshima City was simultaneously selected as
a Culture City of East Asia 2019. In 2020, it was also chosen as
an SDGs Future City and an SDGs Model of Local Governments.
We will continue to work together to achieve our shared goals
of becoming an International City of Arts & Culture and an SDGs
Future City, providing a bright future that leaves no one behind.
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A city of sustainable development where everyone can take the lead
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“All Toshima” turns a crisis into an opportunity
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In 2014, Toshima was the only city in Tokyo's 23 wards identified as being at risk of disappearing by
the Japan Policy Council (a private-sector panel of experts). The city decided to use this as an
opportunity, aiming to become a city of sustainable development based around global perspectives.
Toshima City aims to realize its goal of being an International City of Arts & Culture and sustainable
development in which everyone can take the lead. These aims are based around the "All Toshima”
public-private partnership, one of the city’s strengths.
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Attained International Safe
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MR EEE(WHO) I HERT S
[FH B BODBVRE R
FEINDtE—7a32=71]
ERRRiE. HATER.RRT
|3#sHTES (20184 (C SRR

o

MTEDRA—TY
Toshima City Office opened
BH/NERIPETES - ARE
BEODRBMEZERL. Hi
MHREaEYOTATEZEHF, 2
RE#HD7/OV VT 2EHL
BBEYVYIV—HEORFEE
o TWD,

[SEXER7—b -

XIEFRERE
[ALEMEIEEHERFT ] ZE

Awarded the Commissioner of the Agency

for Cultural Affairs Commendation in the
“Creative Cities of Culture and Arts" FRON4%EBT T2 EFE2 RN EEOHENERICENZEIGE TN,
category 2016 F(CFMHBRRRDIBWF, BEXERT—~-HILFr—HFanK

RHIHET70 A E% 2412, [ EROULKEICET SEAVEE 2R,

BPRENIEDE MHDERBEULE REENLIE
BEIKNZ B #IH< 2 H DXL FBH MmN,

1999
REIRfROE Y F

Issues surrounding
financial collapse
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Announcement of Toshima International City of
Arts & Culture concept
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Only city at risk of disappearing among 23 wards
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Toshima City Culture Day established
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Hosted Culture City of East Asia 2019 Toshima
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International City of Arts & Culture
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economic, social, and environmental problems.

SDGs are a set of international goals that were
selected at the United Nations Summit in 2015,
with the aim of achieving them by 2030.
Consisting of 17 goals, SDGs aim to create a
society that leaves no one behind and where
everyone is involved in solving humanity” s various

While maximizing the strengths of Toshima City’s diverse cultural
resources, we aim to create an International City of Arts & Culture amid
safe and secure urban spaces allowing anyone to take the lead. We hope
to create a virtuous cycle that attracts people and industry through arts
and culture. This journey will involve combining the philosophies of the
SDGs with our future goals. The SDGs' various goals are connected to the
realization of Toshima City as a place of sustainable development where
everyone is welcomed and accepted.

In recognition of these efforts, in July 2020, Toshima City was selected by
the Cabinet Office as an SDGs Future City for its outstanding efforts
towards achieving SDGs. It was also the first municipality in Tokyo to be
chosen as an SDGs Model of Local Governments for its pioneering actions.
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Kengo Kuma, Urban Policy Advisor

lkebukuro, a district that blends culture and living
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Thinking about the urban model in a post-
Covid world, Ikebukuro has the potential to
offer a new model different from the existing
downtown or suburban concept. This is
because lkebukuro is a place where the focus
of human activity is the street, not cars or
buildings - mediated by this breezy space, life
and culture blend together here.

TOSHIMA CITY
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A city of sustainable development where everyone can take the lead

SDGs Model of Local Governments Project: Using parks to create vitality and turning the city into a stage
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Ikebukuro Nishiguchi Park
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Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre
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Hareza Ikebukuro
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Minami-lkebukuro Park
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Toshima City Office
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Urban development in Toshima City revolves around the four parks surrounding
Ikebukuro Station. This development has become an SDGs Model of Local
Governments by connecting the three aspects of the economy, society, and
environment and producing further synergistic benefits. Joining these four unique
parks through the IKEBUS electric bus has created a new place for exchange and
vitality in Ikebukuro. Smaller parks throughout the city are also being utilized in
ways that suit local characteristics.
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Toshima Kids Park
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Toshima Midori_no Bousai Park
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Seiichi Kondo, Arts and Culture Advisor
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Toshima City, always ahead of its time
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The coronavirus pandemic has forced a
rethinking of civilization to strike the right
balance between economic growth, nature,
and humanity. Culture has a major role to
play. Culture cherishes nature because it
fosters consideration of others. For Toshima
City, which is developing its identity as an
International City of Arts & Culture, to be
recognized as a model SDG-promoting city
suggests that this is an appropriate goal. All
residents of the city are lead players in this
“new way of life.”

TOSHIMA CITY
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Growing festive spirit
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A park of inclusivity where everyone can play together “Toshima Kids Park”

Changing the city through its parks. Parks help protect the city.
Toshima Midori no Bousai Park (IKE: SUNPARK]
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IKEBUS ®

A bright red electric bus that runs through the streets of Ikebukuro “IKEBUS”
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[EAT GOOD PLACE] VAN (\_«:‘\ ';—ﬁ ﬁ 5 @E W Ze i 75\‘;2; 75{‘ % W 121, trees, and the EAT GOOD PLACE café. It provides a wide,
comfortable space in the city. The park also has a small cabin-
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. . . direct sales of seasonal fruits and vegetables, creating a place
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The bright “Ikebukuro Red” IKEBUS and Toshima Kids Park
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the vibrancy of the city that gives passengers
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blue sky, a bright red miniature train runs
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freedom of kids running around completes a

LAYVHED, FEELT-ENEDDOEIWNTESTEAZL  scene that comes straight out of a children's
picture book. It is a human-friendly, nature-
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Eiji Mitooka, Industrial Designer
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An outdoor theater promoting authentic art and culture
Ikebukuro Nishiguchi Park (GLOBAL RING)
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Reborn as a place of theatre, events are hosted at this
park in conjunction with the adjacent Tokyo Metropolitan
Theatre. The Global Ring, a giant ring-shaped monument
35 meters in diameter, is a new symbol of the park. The
park also features regular events such as Tokyo Music
Evening Yube, where visitors can enjoy

classical music by world-famous conductor

Kenichiro Kobayashi, also known as the

“Maestro of the Flame,” and other world-

renowned musicians.

GLOBAL RING CAFE Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre
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In our lives, music encourages us, soothes us, and lifts us up, allowing us to share

in times of joy. | am a tremendous fan of Mayor Takano, who has a surprisingly

S ME (= S —_K N = : - ek, = ST A A = (-0 =
~ I)I’%El“"; . BATEN FILDYED > 0> T " - s ‘ = e - bl i =1 TR EERDBINETHEERL VD ILITDLDOHEE unconventional sensibility, such that you would not think he was over 80 years
WO EBEDEREL TCEBRER[ER->TVWET, L8 v U f@“-;; 1 .m_—"""“ — : - BoTHNET, of age. | ;incerely respect Ithe way that un‘der the.Mayor, everyone has ‘J:oined
\ . Rl ] . . . together in constant pursuit of a future-oriented city of culture, asking, “What
ks WHEDDANBRIZILTHZEDNHFRNUTELCRBNET, should Toshima City look like?” | would be delighted to help in this mission.
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A new hub for manga and anime culture

Naka-lkebukuro Park

EET7—K - HILF v —&HDVRIL [Hareza ith4 | DRIFEIC,
[P ADEM -] OREWURELT RLABARY MIFHT
BEA—TVAR—RELTEENEDD £ LT, HRIEBOET
HBYVH T AEBL T, HRPDALEKEICL, HENER
[CHENZHBELTCEEZEDHTVWET,

The front of Hareza lkebukuro, a symbol of our International City of Arts &
Culture, was reborn as an open space that can host events to communicate
Ilkebukuro’s status as a sacred ground of anime. The area has drawn attention
as a place where everyone can take the lead, bringing happiness to people
worldwide through the universal culture of manga and anime.
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Animate Cafe Stand Hareza Ikebukuro
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4 Toshima Civic Center
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An expansive lawn that is an oasis for visitors
Minami-lkebukuro Park
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An impressive park with a large grassy area. The area contains around 2,500
plants and trees, including Somei-Yoshino and Yamazakura cherry trees
(originating in Komagome), with a terraced deck beneath them. The park’s
benches also provide comfortable views. There are also places for stretching
out and cafés where visitors can pass the time.
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Bringing the culture of Toshima to the world

Culture City of East Asia 2019 Toshima
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Based on an agreement at the Trilateral Meeting of Culture Ministers of Japan,
China, the Republic of Korea (ROK), cities in each of these countries are selected
every year to host national cultural and artistic exchange events. The events
are held to develop these cities through culture and art. Toshima City was
chosen to represent Japan in 2019, together with Xian City in China, and Incheon
Metropolitan City in ROK, with all three being host to Culture City of East Asia
2019 events. During that year, 397 new and pre-existing projects were held with
participation from residents. A total of 3.53 million people came to the events
based on three categories: performing arts, manga and anime, and traditional
performance.
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Ikebukuro is a city that has given rise to numerous pop culture hubs
such as Otome Road. The city is a place where anime lovers from
around the world gather. The lkebukuro Autumn Culture Festival, a
massive yearly anime and pop culture event, attracts lots of anime
fans. A variety of colorful events are held for anime fans from around
the world to enjoy, with “All Toshima™ helping to enliven Ikebukuro,
the sacred ground of anime.
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Anime fans gather from around the world
Ikebukuro, sacred grounds of anime
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Ikebukuro PR Anime
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Young women along Otome Road
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A major cosplay event
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Minami Nagasaki Manga Land Project: A Town of Migration

Recreating the legendary building of the manga pioneers
Tokiwaso Manga Museum
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Tokiwaso Manga Museum
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Tokiwaso Site Monument

METHIVART—3Y

Tokiwaso Manga Station
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in their youth. The apartments were demolished in 1982 due to their dilapidated
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Tokiwaso Rest Area
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state. However, the site was reborn as a manga museum on July 7, 2020. Every
detail has been faithfully reproduced, including the exterior, floor plan, the
artist’'s rooms with manuscripts being drawn, and even the creaking sounds
from the wooden staircase.
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A place of fulfilment for people
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The reconstruction of the Tokiwaso apartments
is more than just a rebuilding. This is the place
where the manga of Japan first developed,
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TOSHIMA CITY
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Machiko Satonaka, Manga Artist
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emerging from the mutual inspiration and
support among the talented young people who
once lived there. In the two decades after World
War I, Japan was not a society that accepted or
recognized manga comics. This is a time capsule
which gives a sense of the efforts of those
seeking new means of expression in those days. |
do hope that the rebuilt Tokiwaso is a place where
visitors find true enrichment.

TOSHIMA CITY
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New landmark and creative hub - - -
Hareza lkebukuro
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Hareza |kebukuro had its grand opening in the heart of

Ikebukuro in July 2020. The entrance gate houses Toshima Civic

Center, featuring eight theaters hosting various events, from
traditional theatre to the latest live performances. Hareza was

named after a combination of the word “hare,” meaning a place
where people can experience the extraordinary, and “za,” being
a place where many people gather. It serves as an area where
residents of the city can express themselves in diverse ways and
create culture and a place to bring new vitality to Toshima.
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Eight theatrical spaces where diverse cultures intersect Toshima Civic Center
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Historic pedestrian tunnel that is now an art space

WE ROAD
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WE ROAD, which connects the east and west sides of Ikebukuro Station’s
northern area, has been transformed into a place that anyone can pass
through safely while enjoying art. The community was asked to provide
their memories of the road to act as inspiration for its redevelopment.
Fine Artist Shiho Ueda read these recollections. Through dialogue with
the local people and talking to pedestrians along WE ROAD, she gained
an understanding of lkebukuro’s history and the cultures
it produced. Ueda then expressed the encounters seen

in Ikebukuro through the theory of yin-yang and the five
elements. A video about the project is also available.

TOSHIMA CITY
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Coloring the everyday
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“Aono Furumai” Ikebukuro Station Street Piano
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A city that values true intentions
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What | love about Toshima City is the sense that
true feelings seem close to the surface around
the city. The roots of culture run deep here,
nurtured by those who have gone before us. If
you look hard enough, the depth of history is
revealed. This maturity of thought is evidenced
by its Culturally Creative City Declaration. It is
a city that knows its own limitations, cherishes,
and loves in spite of everything. | think it is
to be treasured that daily life is made up of
true intentions. This is a city where random
treasures can be uncovered, not as a special
event but in the course of everyday life. A
city that brings happiness to you as kind little
gestures add up. May you always have days to
cherish.

WEH ERe zwes

Shiho Ueda, Fine Artist

TOSHIMA CITY
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A festival of lights fostering peace of mind in Otsuka
Fantasy of Light
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TOSHIMA CITY

Following the renovation of the North-South Passage and the plaza
in front of Otsuka Station’s South Exit, the North Exit is planned to be
redeveloped in March 2021. As well as widening the sidewalks and
eliminating uneven areas around the station and the surrounding streets
to make them pedestrian-friendly, an illuminated monument will be
installed. This monument is called “Hikari no Fantasy” (Fantasy of Light)
and features one large and three small rings. The monument will ensure
safety and security at night while also providing a space where people can
enjoy the afterglow of theatrical events.

MER2ICERZBEWNE
EHUET,

HRIIESIRERONFLESR

SEXEMATS

World-leading public building
Toshima City Office
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Toshima City Office, completed in 2015, aims to be the most convenient
in Japan, with the building’s general inquiries and welfare inquiries floors
open every weekend (except for the year-end and New Year's holidays and
national holidays). Corridor walls in the offices have been transformed into art
museums. The building also features a rooftop garden and a digital museum,
creating a functional space for residents to gather and relax. The building also
has a variety of environmentally friendly ecosystems. The offices are also a

state-of-the-art integrated disaster reduction system, acting as a command
post in the event of a disaster.
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Coloring the everyday
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Public toilets with individual flair that lift spirits
Art Toilet Project

NRIALDAA—V A EZHI L, RY—FLI[T7—RRAL
A2z I N, 2017 EH DD 3FME T 85 HATD M L& fUE,
ZDIL 24 DDA LET—T4 AR, REELPNZRD
FEBLLZFLHETHHBERDALXEDIATRIZEN. %
BT —hCEM, /\yEBZSIKECHBRNED, FrRCE
T—hEEBDENDE DR EFEENS M A LATERLUE U,

The Art Toilet Project was started to improve the image of lkebukuro’s
public toilets. Since 2017, 85 restrooms have been renovated. 24 of these
were decorated with art in collaboration with artists and residents,
including children from nurseries and elementary schools. Unique
bathrooms were created with vivid exterior walls that catch the eye. The
bathrooms also act as a space of art when the door is opened.
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Jiyu Gakuen Myonichikan
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The Myonichikan was designed by renowned American architect Frank
Lloyd Wright, who was impressed by the educational ideals of the
school's founding couple, Yoshikazu and Motoko Hani. The buildings
have such characteristics as extended horizontal roof lines to blend
with the landscape. This is the Prairie School style that liberally
applies geometric design, which can be seen in Wright's first golden
age.

ik <

e

_
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

MBI T ARTFRHE

Zoshigaya Kishimojin Temple
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As the goddess of safe birth and child rearing, the shrine was visited by
shogun in the Edo period and worshipped by a wide range of folk from
commoners to samurai. Constructed in the gongen style, the temple has
three buildings: the haiden (worship hall), ai-no-ma (intermediate hall)
and honden (main hall). The characteristics of the temple construction
overseen by daimyo in the Edo period remain to this day, and it has been
declared a nationally designated Important Cultural Property.

The main enshrined deity is a statue of Kishimojin that was unearthed
in the Muromachi period (1336-1573).

TOSHIMA CITY
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Toshima City boasts plenty of cultural heritage, most notably its three
national Cultural Properties. These include historic documents that
show the special local culture and customs that characterized this
farming village on the outskirts of Edo, as well as many cultural
treasures key to understanding the special cultural milieu and history
that emerged from the interchange of people in the form of culture
and art as Tokyo developed into a modern city. Knowing the heritage
that exists today and protecting it as the legacy for the future will lead
to the success of Toshima as a city.
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The Toshima-Nagasaki fujizuka mound
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In the late Edo period, Mt. Fuji-like “mounds” were built all over Edo,
in accordance with the popular belief that Mt. Fuji was a place where
gods resided. The fujizuka that remains in the Nagasaki district is a
miniature Mt. Fuji built in 1862. Among the many fujizuka created in
the Edo period, the Toshima-Nagasaki fujizuka remains closest to its

original form. This led to the mound to be designated as an Important
Tangible Folk Cultural Property in May 1979.

W 15T F)IE SR

The Edogawa Rampo Residence
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Now the Edogawa Rampo Memorial Center for Popular Culture
Studies, the residence of mystery writer Edogawa Rampo and a
storehouse used as a library remain to this day. Rampo loved this
two-storey kura, using it for books and papers for 31 years until his
death in 1965 at the age of 70. This was the site of many famous
works including the juvenile detective series The Fiend with Twenty
Faces and The Boy Detectives Club. The residence and storehouse
were transferred to Rikkyo University in 2002 and can now be viewed
through a glass barrier by the public.
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Somei-Yoshino Cherry Trees, natives of Toshima City
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The Somei-Yoshino cherry tree is a famous variety renowned for
viewing during the blossom season. Gardeners in Somei village
(present-day Komagome, Toshima City) improved their cultivars into
these cherry trees sometime between the end of the Edo period and
the early Meiji period, and soon found their way around the country.
A monument has been built to commemorate the birthplace of this

sakura variety, which can be found in various locations including
Somei-Yoshino Sakura-no-Sato Park, at shrines, and in other parks.

TOSHIMA CITY
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Ceremony at Zoshigaya Kishimojin
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Sugamo Nakasendo Chrysanthemum Festival
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A city that leaves no one behind
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Creating an Elderly Friendly City
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Toshima City has the highest percentage of people aged over
75 living alone in Japan. The city promotes measures based
around three pillars: zero social isolation, 100 years of health,
and peace of mind when living alone to ensure that even
elderly people living alone can live safely and peacefully.
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Smartphone-based health promotion initiatives
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Urban planning that prevents frailty, ensuring health until 100
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TOSHIMA CITY

—ANOEDDREHZEDEE, AL HINZED, A city where everyone can take the lead. A town full of
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Urban planning that is kind to children and women
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Measures are being taken to attract licensed nurseries, ensuring
plentiful high-quality childcare. We aim to create a city where
children can be raised in a lively, carefree manner.
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A more child-friendly city!
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Small and Medium Park Utilization Project “Parks that grow with people.”
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Building a safer, more secure city
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A hub of disaster reduction, providing safety and security
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TOSHIMA CITY

We promote the creation of a safe and secure community from
a variety of angles. Our initiatives aim to enable people to live
safely in the city and include improved safety and security in daily
life, countermeasures against infectious diseases, and disaster
response.
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Enhanced community safety measures
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Promoting the reduction of above-ground utility poles
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A city that leaves no one behind
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Community-based education for children
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Schools as community hubs
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We promote a variety of educational activities in cooperation with families
and local communities, enriching the educational environment so that
each child can grow intellectually, emotionally, morally, and physically, all
while maintaining a sense of self-affirmation.
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ICT-based learning support
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Toshima City Basic Data
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Origin of the city’s name
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City emblem / symbol

Declaration
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Toshima City Culture Day
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' ‘ Toshima City’s SDGs Declaration
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Toshima City declared that it would transform from the “city at risk of disappearing” to a “city of sustainable development” under its
vision to become an International City of Arts and Culture. To achieve this vision, it has engaged the whole community.

The range of initiatives pursued by Toshima City to increase the diversity and vibrancy of the community and bring about a world
of smiles is guided by our vision, which is identical to the mission of the Sustainable Development Goals (the 17 global objectives
adopted by the United Nations to reach by 2030).

In order to achieve the SDGs, we will advance sustainable urban development hand in hand with a broad range of local partners
thinking global and acting local as a community to create a virtuous circle for the economy, society, and the environment.

Each and every one of us commits to taking action to become a community that “leaves no one behind,” the principle of the SDGs, so
that we can ensure a better future for generations to come.
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