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Program

Opening

Dedication of the Register of the Names
of the Fallen Atomic Bomb Victims
Mayor of Hiroshima

Representatives of the bereaved families

Address
Chairperson of the Hiroshima City Council

Dedication of Flowers
Mayor of Hiroshima

Chairperson of the Hiroshima City Council

Representatives of the bereaved families
and children

Representatives of the atomic bomb survivors

Distinguished guests
Silent Prayer and Peace Bell

Peace Declaration
Mayor of Hiroshima

Release of Doves

Commitment to Peace
Children's representatives

Addresses
Prime Minister of Japan

Governor of Hiroshima
Secretary General of the United Nations

Hiroshima Peace Song (chorus)

Closing
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Address

August 6, 2024

Today we are joined by Prime Minister Kishida Fumio, distinguished guests, sibakusha, and bereaved families, as well
as citizens from Japan and around the world at the Peace Memorial Ceremony to pay our deepest respects to the many
souls of the victims of the atomic bombing.

Seventy-nine years ago on August 6, the hibakusha experienced horrors too difficult to put into words. Under the
banner of their fervent plea that “no one else should ever suffer as we have,” they have continued to convey the realities
of the atomic bombing.

Despite this, tensions are on the rise across the globe today due to the real threat of nuclear weapons use, such as the
continued nuclear intimidation used in the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the continued enhancement of nuclear
forces by countries in the name of strengthening their security frameworks.

The preamble of the Japanese Constitution states, “We recognize that all peoples of the world have the right to live in
peace, free from fear and want.” Today, the majority of people in this country are of the post-war generation. What is it
that this generation must do? We must face the fact that peace is in danger because of the tyranny of nations that focus
solely on their own country while ignoring others. We must also move forward in solidarity and with conviction so that
everyone in the world, regardless of who they are, can enjoy peace.

The G7 Hiroshima Summit, held in May last year, was a summit of huge historical significance. World leaders gathered
in the atomic-bombed city and learned of the realities of the bombing by speaking to a hibakusha. It was during this
summit that the G7 Hiroshima Leaders’ Vision on Nuclear Disarmament, an independent document, was released to the
world, sharing the sentiment that we must not neglect peace.

It is imperative that international society once again reflect upon the significance of the summit and ensure that it leads
to concrete actions for a world without wars and nuclear weapons. To this end, I believe that the role that the atomic-
bombed city of Hiroshima must play will only grow larger.

We hereby reaffirm our pledge to continue to be future-oriented and do all in our power for the realization of the
abolition of nuclear weapons and of lasting world peace by joining hands with those who desire peace.

In closing, we offer our prayers for the peaceful repose of the souls lost in the atomic bombing. We sincerely hope that
the hibakusha, who still suffer from aftereffects, will receive strengthened comprehensive care and support from the
national government.

Motani Tatsunori
Chairperson
Hiroshima City Council
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PEACE DECLARATION
August 6, 2024

Citizens of the world, what do you think? Are more powerful nuclear forces necessary for
national security? What about arms races, competing to maintain superiority over other
nations? Russia’s protracted invasion of Ukraine and the worsening situation between Israel
and Palestine are claiming the lives of countless innocent people, shattering normal life. It
seems to me that these global tragedies are deepening distrust and fear among nations,
reinforcing the public assumption that, to solve international problems, we have to rely on
military force, which we should be rejecting. Given such circumstances, how can nations offer
safety and security to their people? Is that not impossible?

Through the pillars under the Peace Memorial Museum, we can see the Cenotaph for the A-
bomb Victims. Anyone praying at the Cenotaph can look straight through it to the Atomic
Bomb Dome. Peace Memorial Park, with these structures on its north-south axis, was built in
accordance with the Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction Law, enacted seventy-five
years ago today. Built by the people of Hiroshima and many other seekers of peace, it has
become a place to memorialize the victims and to think, talk, and make promises to each other
about peace.

If, after the war, Japan had abandoned our Peace Constitution and focused on rebuilding our
military, the city of peace Hiroshima is today would not exist. Standing here, we can all feel
our predecessors’ determination to eliminate the scourge of war, trusting in the justice and faith
of peace-loving people around the world.

Expressing that determination, one hibakusha continually communicated the spirit of
Hiroshima. “Now is the time to turn the tide of history, to get beyond the hatreds of the past,
uniting beyond differences of race and nationality to turn distrust into trust, hatred into
reconciliation, and conflict into harmony.” This uplifting sentiment was written by a man who,
as a 14-year-old boy, saw scenes from a living hell— a baby with skin peeled down to red flesh
next to its mother burned from head to toe, and a corpse with its guts strewn out on the dirt.

In 1989, a massive people’s movement for democracy brought down the Berlin Wall, the
predominant symbol of the Cold War. President Gorbachev expressed humanity’s collective
need for peace and his determination to stop the arms race, end nuclear terror, eradicate nuclear
weapons, and relentlessly pursue political solutions to regional conflicts. He and President
Reagan worked together through dialogue to bring the Cold War to an end, which led to the
United States and the Soviet Union concluding the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty. They
demonstrated that policymakers can overcome even critical situations through resolute
commitment to dialogue.

Let us not be resigned to pessimism about the chaotic world situation. Instead, let us be as
determined as our forebears, and, united as one, with hope in our hearts, take collective action.
Our unity will move leaders now relying on nuclear deterrence to shift their policies. We could
make that happen.
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To extinguish the suspicion and doubt that create conflicts, civil society must foster a circle of
trust through exchange and dialogue with consideration for others. We must spread beyond
national borders the sense of safety we feel in our daily lives. The crucial step here is to share
and empathize with the experiences and values of others through music, art, sports, and other
interactions. Through such exchange, let us create a world in which we all share the Culture of
Peace. In particular, I call on our youth, who will lead future generations, to visit Hiroshima
and, taking to heart what they experience here, create a circle of friendship with people of all
ages. | hope they will ponder what they can do now, and act together to expand their circle of
hope. The city of Hiroshima, working with Mayors for Peace, which now has more than 8,400
member cities in 166 countries and regions, will actively support community endeavors to raise
peace consciousness.

Last fiscal year, approximately 1.98 million people from around the world visited the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum. This record number is evidence of unprecedented interest
in the atomic-bombed city and a rise in peace consciousness. My hope is that all world leaders
will visit Hiroshima, experience the will of civil society, gain a deeper understanding of the
atomic bombing, and hold in their hearts the hibakusha plea, “No one should ever suffer as we
have.” Then, while they are here, | hope they will, with iron resolve, issue a compelling call
for the abolition of nuclear weapons.

Twice in a row the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference has failed to
adopt a final document. These failures have revealed a harsh reality, namely, the enormous
differences among countries with respect to nuclear weapons. [ hope the Japanese government,
which has declared repeatedly that the NPT is the cornerstone of the international nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation regime, will exercise strong leadership, calling all countries
to transcend their positions and engage in constructive dialogue toward a relationship of trust.
Furthermore, I request that Japan, as a practical effort toward a nuclear-weapon-free world,
participate as an observer at the Third Meeting of States Parties to the Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons to be held in March next year. Subsequently and as soon as possible, Japan
must become a party to the treaty. In addition, I demand that the Japanese government
strengthen measures of support for the hibakusha, including those living outside Japan. Now
that their average age has exceeded 85, the government must accept that they are still suffering
the many adverse emotional and physical effects of radiation.

Today, at this Peace Memorial Ceremony marking 79 years since the bombing, we offer our
deepest condolences to the souls of the atomic bomb victims. Together with Nagasaki and
likeminded people around the world, remembering once again the hibakusha struggle, we
pledge to make every effort to abolish nuclear weapons and light the way toward lasting world
peace. Citizens of the world, let us all, with hope in our hearts, walk with Hiroshima toward
tomorrow’s peace.

MATSUI Kazumi
Mayor
The City of Hiroshima
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Commitment to Peace
August 6, 2024

Close your eyes and imagine:
a beautiful city of verdant green, a shopping street full of people, smiling faces across the town.
Hiroshima 79 years ago was filled with people living colorful day-to-day lives, much like today.

On 8:15 am on August 6, 1945,

there was a great, eardrum-splitting roar

and a vermillion cloud tinged with black rose into the sky.

People and plants alike were blackened in the blaze and the city was drowned in cries for help and tears of despair.
In the words of one hibakusha, Hiroshima on that day was hell on earth.

The atomic bomb stole the color from their lives and turned Hiroshima into a world of ash gray.

My great grandmother was a hibakusha, but she never spoke of that day.
Sorrowful memories, too painful to put into words, still continue to torment many of the hibakusha today, 79 years later.

Even now, wars continue to plague the planet.

Around the world, those who didn’t want to die are dying,

and people are losing loved ones who were supposed to be there with them day after day,
much the same as it was 79 years ago.

Is there really no other way?

Peace will not come from prayers alone.
It is up to us to protect our colorful day-to-day lives and build peace.

Listening carefully to others,

viewing differences as a good thing and reconsidering your perspective,
cooperating with friends to accomplish a goal:

these are all steps that each of us can take toward peace.

Now is the time for us to learn about and experience Hiroshima together.
Visit the Peace Memorial Museum, listen to the words of the hibakusha,
and discuss the preciousness of peace and the importance of life with family and friends.
Here, we take one step forward to world-changing peace.
Children’s Representatives:
Kato Akira  (6th year, Hiroshima City Gion Elementary School)
Ishimaru Yuto (6th year, Hiroshima City Yahata-Higashi Elementary School)
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VA LFEFEMOI;E Let's sing the Hiroshima
HIFEATEIBLELED Peace Song together
1 ZEALEERUYLCLEZA 1 Kumo shiroku tanabiku tokoro
ZEDITTHRITHEIC Sora no hate higashi ni nishi ni
BRELLIEEFOQITE O takaku kodama hibike to
EIT0E A LRI O #EIC Kane wa naru heiwa no kane ni
WEbilblifEc L <IEHT Ima warera o-oshiku tachite

Sono sakae koko ni okosan

2 Nami aoku tayuto tokoro

HoIXTrIcIkiz Umi no hate minami ni kita ni
BRELHIDEETE O toku inori todoke to
FEITE B SR DEEIT Kane wa naru heiwa no kane ni
WEbi bzl z T Ima warera shiren o koete
FOITFEZ ZITMBA Sono yukute koko ni aogan
BEE S PR ETA 3 Kaze kiyoku kagayaku tokoro
EooX TR KIC Kuni no hate sekai no tomo ni
BRAI WAL L O atsuku omoi kayoe to
FEILE B SR DEEIT Kane wa naru heiwa no kane ni
WEDLNLFEELHEXT Ima warera te o sashinobete
FOREHRZ ZITHb A Sono mutsumi koko ni utawan
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Support Organizations

Wind Ensembles

Hiroshima Municipal Motomachi High School
Hiroshima Municipal Funairi High School

Hiroshima Municipal Commercial High School
Hiroshima Municipal Kokutaiji Junior High School
Hiroshima Municipal Midorimachi Junior High School
Hiroshima Municipal Ujina Junior High School

Choirs

NHK Hiroshima Children’s Chorus

Harmony Io

Hiroshima Chorus Association

Hiroshima City Hall Chorus

Hiroshima Junior Chorus

Hiroshima Jupiter Boys and Girls Choir

Hiroshima Jupiter Boys and Girls Choir Parents Chorus
Hiroshima Boys Choir

Hiroshima Boys Choir Fathers and Mothers Chorus
Hiroshima Municipal Funairi High School

Hiroshima Municipal Motomachi High School
Hiroshima University Shinonome Mixed Chorus Pastoral
Hiroshima Chuo Chorus

Rijo Sutea Call

Renshoji Fcho Chorus

Release of Doves

Hiroshima Central Racing Pigeon Association

Sanyo Racing Pigeon Association

The Japan Carrier Pigeon Association

Hiroshima Branch of the Japan Carrier Pigeon Association
North Hiroshima Club of the Japan Carrier Pigeon Association
Kure Branch of the dJapan Carrier Pigeon Association

Flowers provided by:
Hanaman Co., Ltd.

Hiroshima Prefecture Commercial Cooperative of Florists and Gardeners
Hiroshima Prefecture Floriculture Cooperative

Hiroshima Floral Shipping Cooperative

Hiroshima City Sanyu Floral Business Association

Distribution of Pamphlets and Flowers
Hiroshima District Boy Scouts

Asa District Boy Scouts

Gid Scouts of Japan, Hiroshima Council

Towel Service and Information
Hiroshima City Youth Association

Assistance
Hiroshima City Social Welfare Council
Volunteer Information Center

Interpretation services provided by:
Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation
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Announcement from the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum

The opening hours of the museum on August 6 is from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

The museum currently receives a large number of visitors.

Visitors may be required to wait for a long time to purchase tickets on-site.

We highly recommend purchasing tickets online in advance.

1. Scan the 2D code on the right with your device (smartphones, etc.) to
purchase online tickets.

2. Once the purchase is complete, you will receive the tickets via email.

3. Please join the queue for those who already have online tickets and
display your tickets to the staff when entering the museum.

(BAFE

[English]
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